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John Bowen – Building Birmingham
Those of you who may have missed the superb talk by Anthony Collins about his ancestor have a second
chance to hear it. Anthony is giving the talk on Wednesday 24th October to the Moseley History Society. This
will be at 7:30 in the Red Room at Moseley Exchange, which is behind and above the Post Office. John
Bowen & Sons were responsible for many fine and iconic buildings – many of which are still there today. The
Bowen yard in George Street is still there today complete with his initials in the brickwork.

Ladies Of The Lamps

Quiz Night

The newspaper cuttings archives of the Moseley History Society
turned up this nice piece from 1989 featuring two former stalwarts of
our Society – Nell Wilkins and Mary Bramwell.

On Friday 5th October (7pm start)
is a General Knowledge quiz at the
Venture to raise funds for the
History Society. We can take ten
teams of up to six people on a
team. Cost is £3 per person. If
interested get in touch soon.

Walking In The Rain
The second Canal Walk “Through
Time” took place on Sunday 22nd
September. The dreaded rain held
off till after lunchtime but we
managed to complete nearly all the
afternoon’s schedule and made it to
Smethwick Pump House. Much
appreciation to the performers, the
support crew and those of you who
came along to walk and sing. A full
report follows next time.

1931

Masons at 198 Ladypool Road near the Congregational Church, 1927

Diamonds Are Forever In Balsall Heath
Sixty objects from the last sixty years will help to tell the
diamond jubilee story of Balsall Heath, thanks to a
£10,000 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).
The Balsall Heath Local History Society will be getting
local people to come up with ideas about which objects
will best tell the story of this inner city area. An early
suggestion is a simple light bulb drawing attention to the
fact that it was not until the late 1960s that some local
residents actually had electricity in their houses!
The chosen objects will be backed up by recordings of
residents’ memories of living, going to school and
working in the area over the past six decades. Local
volunteers will be trained up to research the area history
and to conduct interviews.

Could this be one of the 60? Mary Dorrell in her
Pawnbroker’s shop on Leopold Street in 1966.

There will also be a photographic survey of the district with current day images compared with historic
pictures of the local environment. The exhibition of objects, images and recorded memories will run from
March to July next year touring a number of local venues, including Balsall Heath Library,The Church
Centre and schools. An exhibition catalogue will also be available online for schools and community groups
to use as an ongoing resource.
Balsall Heath is a very diverse area and a particular aim of the project is to describe local heritage and
history to more recently arrived residents. The area was the site of the city’s first mosque and now has one
of the largest Muslim populations in Birmingham. A local event that may find its way into the exhibition was
the tornado which hit Ballsall Heath and neighbouring districts in July 2005 leaving a trail of damage
estimated at £40 million.
Reyahn King, Head of Heritage Lottery West Midlands, said: “Local residents will play a fundamental role to
play in creating a people‟s history of their district by selecting objects that stir memories, by curating an
exhibition and recording their stories for future generations.”
Patrick Baird, Chair of Balsall Heath Local History Society said: “This will provide a wonderful opportunity
for all residents of Balsall Heath to learn about the area‟s colourful and diverse changes and development
over the past sixty years .The Local History Society cannot thank the Heritage Lottery Fund enough for its
support and faith in us.”
NEXT MEETING: 25 T H OCTOBER
BEATRICE CADBURY – THE RADICAL QUAKER
Fiona Joseph is a Birmingham-based writer of fiction and non-fiction. She is
a graduate of the National Academy of Writing diploma course at
Birmingham City University, where she won the ’2009 Prize for Fiction’. Her
biography of Beatrice Cadbury, „Celebrating Beatrice: the Cadbury heiress
who gave away her fortune‟, is on sale now.
The book details Beatrice's determination to give up her inheritance and use
it to benefit the workers at the Bournville factory. She and her husband
became anti-capitalist protestors and peace activists, and she made
considerable effort to leave behind her earlier existence as a privileged
member of a wealthy family.

