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The Balsall Heath Local History Society was founded in 1979 with the aim of promoting interest in our local history. We feel
pride in our area and value its strengths – past and present. To meet our aims we work with local schools and community groups
organising exhibitions and events. We have also produced several publications. We are a registered charity and rely on grants and
donations to achieve our aims. For more information on our work, or to volunteer and help please contact us.

THE ART OF BALSALL HEATH

THEATRE GROUP DATES

The Summer 2014 dates have had
to be revised as follows:
Memory Lane – The acclaimed
history of Ladypool Road will be
performed again at St Paul’s Trust,
Hertford Street:
Saturday 21st June (2:30 and 7pm)
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Still standing on Moseley Road is a fine reminder of Balsall Heath’s
contribution to the Arts. Moseley School of Art was designed by W.H.
Bidlake in 1899 and is a Grade II listed building. Hundreds of pupils
graduated from it, including many famous names, before it was
eventually closed in 1976 by the City of Birmingham Education
Committee. The affection for the building and his time there saw a
Moseley School of Art Association established in 2002 by former student
Graeme Collins. It operates as a forum and reunion association for past
students and teaching staff, as well as plenty of interesting pictures and
information about the school’s past. Their website can be found at
www.moseley-art-school.co.uk.
We will be taking a closer look at some of the alumni of the school in the
next newsletter.
Next Meeting:
Thursday 26th June 7:30
The Venture
(Malvern Street by the farm)
The Singularities of Bodfish
by Mary Bodfish

Balsall Heath 1970. Taken by Alan
J. Wood (c/o Birmingham Archives
& Heritage)

Mary Bodfish returns for what
is sure to be an entertaining
talk. She has stories gathered
from far and wide on where,
and how, her surname has
cropped up.

Canal Walk – Come with us from
Birmingham University to Kings
Norton and enjoy historical
vignettes, catchy tunes, and no
doubt some surprises too.
All this on Sunday July 27th. (11am
till mid afternoon)

BERNARD JACKSON

Sad to report that
Bernard, who was a
great stalwart and
founder of the History
Society and Theatre
Company, passed
away on 22nd May. He
was 91. He will always
be remembered and
missed. A full tribute
to Bernard will
feature in the next
newsletter.

“A TOUCH OF EASTERN PROMISE”
RETURNS TO BALSALL HEATH
by Paul Long

Over recent months, as part of a large-scale project
called ‘Cultural Intermediation and the Creative
Economy’, a team of researchers from the
University of Birmingham and Birmingham City
University have been exploring the cultural life of
the residents of Balsall Heath.
One of the things that the project seeks to do is to
recruit local people to form part of a panel to work
with us in order to commission a funded project for
Balsall Heath. We are not looking for experts or
people with experience and we’ll be offering
support for the group: what we need are people
who are interested and willing to get involved.
We’ll be holding a meeting on 4th June at the Hillac Restaurant at 498-506 Moseley
Road. At the meeting we’ll also be screening a long lost gem from BBC television called
‘A Touch of Eastern Promise’ that will be of immense interest to many local residents,
especially those with long memories! We hope that this will spark some discussion of
ideas about what shape the cultural project might take and excite people about getting
involved. ‘A Touch of Eastern Promise’ was broadcast on 8th February 1973 and was
produced by the English Regions Drama Unit at BBC Pebble Mill. It was originating by Tara
Prem, a young writer-producer of Anglo-Indian parentage who felt that migrant
communities such as those in Balsall Heath were under-represented on TV.
The light-hearted drama concerns a young man (Dev Sagoo) with fantasies about a
Bollywood film star (Jamila Massey) who he seeks to meet when she pays a visit to the
city. The programme was shot entirely on film and on location in Balsall Heath, amongst
the local Asian community. In fact, the show drew much of its cast from amongst the
same community. As Tara Prem recalls: “The BBC had problems in casting dramas that
dealt with people from migrant communities such as those from Pakistan as the pool of
available professionals appeared quite small”. As she says, she and the director Michael
Lindsay Hogg toured around the streets of the Balsall Heath, ‘literally picking people off
the street and saying – “do you want to be in a play?” and getting them in.’
The film is around 30 minutes in length and shows some aspects of Balsall Heath that
have disappeared. It features a huge range of local people who some may recognise and
in fact, some may recognise themselves! It is suitable for all the family so do come along
and take a look and hear about our project and the opportunity to get involved. You can
find out more about the film, and its producers, online at the Pebble Mill Studios website
(http://www.pebblemill.org/). If you are interested in attending the screening and
meeting, email me: paul.long@bcu.ac.uk or call/text 07870507771.
NEWS 100 YEARS AGO
The Evening Despatch of
22nd June 1914 carried
the story (left) of
Suffragette disturbances
at St. Albans’s.
On a lighter note, on 8th
July 1914, they carried
the story (right) of the
palmist whose fortunes
took an unexpected turn
for the worse…

