Donnaleigh Bailey - Actor
Bailey was born in Birmingham on 17 January 1983 and lived in Balsall Heath.
Donnaleigh was a regular at the Central Junior Television Workshop in the
days when it was still operating in Birmingham.
Other names to have benefited from its classes
include Felicity Jones, Sarah Smart, Alison hammond
and Jacqueline Pirie.
“You were supposed to be 11 to join but I lied
about my age and joined at nine,” remembers
Donnaleigh, a proud born-and-bred Brummie.
“Growing up in Balsall Heath, options were limited, but
the workshop really helped me. I was there for 10
years before going on to train at the Liverpool
Institute for Performing Arts, the ‘Fame’ school
started by Sir Paul McCartney.
From 2002 - 2010 Bailey appeared as Michelle Corrigan a
nurse in the BBC's soap opera Doctors about a local
doctor’s practice in Birmingham .
In 2010, Donnaleigh announced her decision to
leave Doctors. Of this decision she said, "It was so
sad, and filming the last episode was awful. I
sobbed from the first scene of the day to the very
end! And my cast mates were in tears too.”

in 2011 Donnaleigh set up The Drama Place in King’s Heath, where she lives,
offering classes three times a week for seven to 17-year-olds.
“I used to see all the guest actors
coming up from London, playing
Brummies with some really dodgy
accents,” remembers the former
pupil of Bishop Challoner School
of her
time
playing
nurse
Michelle Corrigan in Doctors. “I
thought that we have to have
some talented youngsters here
who could do it better. I’m
passionate about acting and have
so much to give to young people.
I’m not a fan of the Glee-style
schools, I prefer proper stage
acting, in a fun environment but
with a good work ethic.
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