Conroy Maddox - Artist
English artist and writer born in Ledbury, Herefordshire. He discovered surrealism by
chance in 1935 and spent the rest of his life exploring its potential through his paintings,
collages, photographs, objects and texts. In his early twenties he set out on a quest for ‘the
marvellous liberating power of the imagination’,
surrealism’s principal aspiration. Inspired by artists
such as Max Ernst, Oscar Dominguez and Salvador Dali,
he
rejected
academic
painting in favour of
techniqus
that
e x p r e s s e d
t h e
surrealistic
spirit
of
rebellion. and became a
member
of
the
Birmingham
Group
before
linking
up
officially
with
the
main British Surrealist
group
in
1938,
even
though he had criticized the
inclusion of certain artists
in the 1936 International
Surrealist exhibition in London. It was there, however, that he
met André Breton, Max Ernst, Salvador Dalí and other leading
figures in the movement. This led to his first visit to Paris in the
following year.
His creations soon began not only to challenge the conventional view of reality, but also to
push pictorial expansion to the limits of the unconscious. Maddox went on to become a rebel
in every sense – the defiance that had initially turned towards aesthetics became a broader
challenge against morality, religion and the establishment as a whole. Not surprisingly,
Maddox was to be implicated in both scandal and controversy. During the Second World
War Scotland Yard even suspected him of fifth columnist sabotage and mounted a surprise
raid to seize works thought to contain
coded messages to the enemy .
After World War II he continued to
direct Surrealist operations in
Birmingham from his Balsall Heath
home 29 Speedwell Road, before
eventually moving to the capital,
where he had his first one-man show at
the Grabowski Gallery in 1963. His
work, in which the influence of Ernst,
Oscar Dominguez, Dalí and René
Magritte has been detected, pushed
back the frontiers of reality and
consciousness.
He died in London, aged 92.
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