
MOSELEY ROAD TRAIL 
The trail through time along Moseley Road 
on November 30th was a success with a 
happy throng braving the “bracing”, but 
fortunately dry, conditions. 
The trail was part of the Ort Café’s Hidden 
Water exhibition and the motif of water 
loomed large throughout the trail via the 
Board of Health, typhoid in watered down 
milk, stirrup pumps for incendiary bombs 
and a landlady only allowing baths on 
Fridays! Pictures of the trail follow in the 
next issue.   

CHRISTMAS IN THE TRENCHES 
The newspaper story above is from the 
Birmingham Daily Mail of 5th January 1915. 
That day’s front page featured several 
stories based on letters received from the 
front which were written in the days leading 
up to Christmas. 
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The Balsall Heath Local History Society was founded in 1979 with the aim of promoting interest in our local history.  We feel 
pride in our area and value its strengths – past and present. To meet our aims we work with local schools and community groups 
organising exhibitions and events. We have also produced several publications.  We are a registered charity and rely on grants and 
donations to achieve our aims. For more information on our work, or to volunteer and help, please contact us. 

…is a website featuring 
oral history accounts 
from former employees 
of Butcher’s Print Works 
on Moseley Road.  

The project makes use of 
several recordings, 
which focus on the 
memories and cultural 
tradition of the building. 

Butcher’s is an imposing, 
Edwardian factory of 
architectural merit and 
listed grade II status with 
many original features. It 
is easy to find, situated 
opposite Balsall Heath 
Baths and Library.        
For further information 
send an email to: 
info@voicesofopw.org 
 

GHOST STORIES FOR CHRISTMAS FROM BUTCHER’S 
 
“In the top loft (two storeys above the Ort Café) we had a young man 
that worked here, Ricky, who was an amateur boxer. Charles Savage, 
our handyman, fixed up a punch bag for Ricky in the loft. Ricky who was 
a fit and able boxer used to go up there some lunch-times to work out. 
One day he came down and we spotted he looked beside himself. He 
was literally shaking and we asked what was the matter and he said, 
“I’ve just seen a ghost”. He said he saw a man in a cloak upstairs in the 
top loft; he never went up there again.  
In the (Ort) café area June and Betty who worked there had an old 
chair that used to belong to the former Works Director, George Bates. 
Sadly he died before he made retirement and his chair was moved into 
the section where June and Betty were. I remember walking in there 
one day and saying good morning to them and Betty replying, “Oh 
hello, George has just been”. I said, “George who?” And they said, “Mr 
Bates, who do you think?” I said, “What do you mean?” and they said, 
“Well the chair has just turned”.  After some laughter Betty said, “It’s 
absolutely true, we know that George visits us. We can tell when he’s 
annoyed because the chair will turn a couple of times if something’s 
gone wrong in the factory”. 
You realise these stories you hear about in places become entrenched 
and you never know the real truth but it IS true that Butcher’s has 
ghost stories”.  Tony Elmes 
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SOCIETY TRIP 
Thursday 29th January  
 
The West Midlands Police Museum 
Stratford Road 

The museum is located in a wing of Sparkhill police 
station, which was formerly a courtroom. The main part 
of the collection relates to Birmingham City Police. The 
museum houses comprehensive archives of the West 
Midlands Police and its predecessors dating back to the 
formation of Birmingham City Police in 1839. 

The archives contain records of all police officers who 
served in the area of the present West Midlands Police. 
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BALSALL HEATH’S DISPENSARY 
This article, from The Birmingham Daily Post of 21st 
May 1881, is an extensive feature on the laying of the 
memorial stone for the new Provident Dispensary.  It 
was built in Sherbourne Road by John Bowen & Sons 
and is a newly discovered “build” by them.  
 
The growing list of prestigious buildings by the firm 
always left one wondering how many more there were 
on their home patch in Balsall Heath waiting to be 
discovered. The Dispensary certainly enhanced the 
work and reputation of the local Board of Health.  It is 
located at number 109 in the Trade Directory – just up 
from the junction with Orchard Road and Moseley 
Road. It shares the site with the local School Board 
offices.  A Miss Rosa Phillips was the dispenser in 1896. 
By 1935 it is no longer listed in the directories at all 
though it seems the School Board offices were 
retained. So far we cannot find it on any old pictures of 
Sherbourne Road, so it would be lovely if someone out 
there can locate one.  


