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The Balsall Heath Local History Society was founded in 1979 with the aim of promoting interest in our local history. We feel
pride in our area and value its strengths — past and present. To meet our aims we work with local schools and community groups
organising exhibitions and events. We have also produced several publications. We are a registered charity and rely on grants and
donations to achieve our aims. For more information on our work, or to volunteer and help, please contact us.
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...is a website featuring
oral history accounts
from former employees
of Butcher’s Print Works
on Moseley Road.

The project makes use of
several recordings,
which focus on the
memories and cultural
tradition of the building.

Butcher’s is an imposing,
Edwardian factory of
architectural merit and
listed grade Il status with
many original features. It
is easy to find, situated
opposite Balsall Heath
Baths and Library.
For further information
send an email to:
info@voicesofopw.org

top loft; he never went up there again.

gone wrong in the factory”.

ghost stories”. Tony Elmes

GHOST STORIES FOR CHRISTMAS FROM BUTCHER’S

“In the top loft (two storeys above the Ort Café) we had a young man
that worked here, Ricky, who was an amateur boxer. Charles Savage,
our handyman, fixed up a punch bag for Ricky in the loft. Ricky who was
a fit and able boxer used to go up there some lunch-times to work out.
One day he came down and we spotted he looked beside himself. He
was literally shaking and we asked what was the matter and he said,
“I've just seen a ghost”. He said he saw a man in a cloak upstairs in the

In the (Ort) café area June and Betty who worked there had an old
chair that used to belong to the former Works Director, George Bates.
Sadly he died before he made retirement and his chair was moved into
the section where June and Betty were. | remember walking in there
one day and saying good morning to them and Betty replying, “Oh
hello, George has just been”. | said, “George who?” And they said, “Mr
Bates, who do you think?” | said, “What do you mean?” and they said,
“Well the chair has just turned”. After some laughter Betty said, “It's
absolutely true, we know that George visits us. We can tell when he’s
annoyed because the chair will turn a couple of times if something’s

You realise these stories you hear about in places become entrenched
and you never know the real truth but it IS true that Butcher’s has

BALSATL WEATH SOLD/ER PUYZLED BY
IVILIANS' LNDIPFERENGE.

1 the bove sang with real
~The wprit of Christmas in the tremches’'—waa
dolvers) by an officer of my owa regimeal, who
firnad our thoughls with fis words from oar billets
9 04 homes, from our bomes to the trenchos, and
CHE mis the hames of our enemlss.”

CHRISTMAS IN THE TRENCHES
The newspaper story above is from the
Birmingham Daily Mail of 5™ January 1915.
That day’s front page featured several
stories based on letters received from the
front which were written in the days leading
up to Christmas.

MOSELEY ROAD TRAIL

The trail through time along Moseley Road
on November 30™ was a success with a
happy throng braving the “bracing”, but
fortunately dry, conditions.

The trail was part of the Ort Café’s Hidden
Water exhibition and the motif of water
loomed large throughout the trail via the
Board of Health, typhoid in watered down
milk, stirrup pumps for incendiary bombs
and a landlady only allowing baths on
Fridays! Pictures of the trail follow in the
next issue.
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BIRMINGHAM PROVIDENT DISPENSARY,

The memorial stone of the new Provident Dispzisary,
to be erected in Shorbonrne Bomd, Helwmll Teath, was loul
on Wedneaday by Dr, Heslop, The Dispepmary, extending
the whiolo \.:.-iuﬂl'nf the site, 18 to be of tipthin |i-_‘;|5'_3,r'l_. il
built of red bricks, with stone jambs apsl flnishings to dou s
nnd windows, Op the gronnd oo will be o watting hell,
AL Wy 21t ; two consultig rooms, 185 by A810 3
disponsary and office,  The froat portion of the bullding
is to be carried up throe storoys, neeommecntion hoing et
vided for a reaident ;'!il-pp_nu\r, with sitting room, otbees,
and theee bed rooms: vaults aye also to b peovided
in the bascrnjent, The work b being ewvied oot
by Mr., J. Bowen, builder, of

Ealandl Heath, nndor
the saperintondence of Messrs, Bateman end Covw,
nveliitects, The ventract for *he work ta about £1.1°5%,
Amongss those present at the eoremoeny wore :—Dir, Heslop,
Kev. W, H., Colmore, Rev. M. W, Crosshey, Dr. Hiekin.
butham ; Mesers, Towson Tait, W. Clarley, B, Waekes,
T, Parsons, A. Godlee, J. Bowan, J. Bizweod, Jeool
Cadbrry, Il Baker, Howard Llayd; Mra. Lawsen Tait,
fe.—Mr, Tawsos Tar salil that iostituiion was the
second of three whieh would be erected and endowed,
tr o cortain oxtent, under thoe will of the ints 3
Sands Cox.—The stong waas then lald by Dr, Thalep, after
which the Mev, W, L Colmore offered ywaveir,.—Dh.
Hesior safd i pave 1iim vory grent pleasure o he provent
that day, to lay the memoriud stane of the Frovident D
penrany i Bulsall Heath, (Apolsuge) They were en-
giged ina vory great work, and be believed that the futwe
bistorinn of Birminphum would say that no betrer wesk
was done in the Jost quartor of the 10th century than the
work one portion of which was now being dons. {Arplnuie, )
Bvery day it heparoo clearer that omgansations which pros
inated !-dIf~hf*un-l selfulepemdenge wore infinizely more
valuable o theeominunicy than what were ealled clarities
(Hear, hear) These provident disponsacies bl lwen
reanaged with so wmuel skill snd poblie gpizit, the mane

gers bad brought to beur ypon them go mueh perabsteney of
L5 (LTS that he belicved in a very ehort trine ]a.n,n"'h -G
hihpﬂhmffl would by seen in all parts of the town,
Provident dispensarivs depended wpon sailsfaciory reguls.
tlons, and upon adee flemness of administeation, ated e
belioved that in seperating the leghiative from the ofidad
stall the very hest conr would be takon to enanre the
normanence waid ;r'tﬂ.ﬁl government of the dispessiricu
(Applaoss.) On {he o ties bnud, he desired to say some-
thing in respect of e [uture recipionts of the bonefs of
the yprovident dispensaries. It had been held by tanny
people, who, he theupht, ought ta know better, thnt prov:-
dent dispensaries wiuld be abused by persons beeoming
members whe ought to be sbliged 1o olitain miedieal advice
frota their private resources,  He trustod the noonsgers of
the dispensarios of Birmingham wouli seo their way not to
luy down oo serious resirjetions in that mateer,  Persans
racher above the pokition of the workiug colasses,
by joining the providuent dispensar?, showed &
maost excelient example fo their neighbours; and others
who were in o fair position in early life eould nol be sure
that they would be in s goold & position in their old age,
ur that they would not roguire the assistance of a digpen.
sary.  To hinposs pesirictions so aa to provont some poople
jaiting the depenssry kgt e wniilatiog too grout dam
fﬁr witfuh dispucenties wera et up, A lsrge number of
done ot the dispensaries if mﬁg‘ a sulliclent

AT

things conld

| man-of money was ebtained, and i o nomber of persona

in & coertnin panition of life became members of the dis-
pensary with no intention of employing its rowonrees, their
sutfiseriptions would enable the manszrors to supply nures,
apparatus, &e, othierwise beyond their power to provide,

o tristed, therefore, thal the manazees would sob lock
too nicely or exuctingiy at the social poshiion o thase who
cndeavoured to hecomo members of  the  dlspoisas
ries.  (Appleurne) There was no groond, be '1r;;1]_ for
other organieations to ho jealous of the dispensaries,
Tho snecess of (he dizpensarizs would show tha: there was
LY to be.
e the mare
mucesunful would Y the trfemdly societies amd ather aimiiar
orgnnisations.  (Appleuse.) 1 the diepensaries beerma na

organizations, (Applause.) 1f the dicpensarics beermo ns
sugeeasful ps he anticipatod they would, sna very short tine
the managees would be alle to kuock ai the doos of tho
great charities in the town pad asks them o reeonsdder tho
mide in which they perforiacd their work, and ale
tu leave to the dispeasaries the meuncocent of iue
ardinary okses wlhieh: now filled the hespital s impyoporls.
(Hear, hear.) Thow who proceeded o kne': at the doera
of the hospitals to ask them to reform ainis hefore Botter
organisations wero set up took an obviovsiy ervoaenrss
pavree—ihear, hearl—buts when the Jistonearios wore
thoroughly estalilinhed in every section of the town, then
they would be entitled to nsk the povernoes of the exiviing
charities to consider wheiber, by the Ettoin they nidolted,
they werte not deing niore Larm than goed, (1=

v hidare)
In coneclusion, bLe expresid w hope hat the dboenmyy
would he very prosyerons.  (Anpplnase, j=20r, Paisoxs
proposeil novete of thauks to Dir. Henlop for loying (he
meinorial stone, and 2l the dispenssey won ono of thow
inatitutions o essontinl for the development of soifochanes,
amil mevvssary  for the will-heing ol the eomminity ad
Inrgee, — My, B, WaEEEs seconded (Tie motlon, which w=a
enrriel ananitpouslv.—ir. HEsnop Imsing roplivd, tho
benediotivn wis proneuuesd by the Ruev, W, B CoLlions,
mid the proceslings then terminatul.

BALSALL HEATH’S DISPENSARY

This article, from The Birmingham Daily Post of 21"
May 1881, is an extensive feature on the laying of the
memorial stone for the new Provident Dispensary. It
was built in Sherbourne Road by John Bowen & Sons
and is a newly discovered “build” by them.

The growing list of prestigious buildings by the firm
always left one wondering how many more there were
on their home patch in Balsall Heath waiting to be
discovered. The Dispensary certainly enhanced the
work and reputation of the local Board of Health. It is
located at number 109 in the Trade Directory — just up
from the junction with Orchard Road and Moseley
Road. It shares the site with the local School Board
offices. A Miss Rosa Phillips was the dispenser in 1896.
By 1935 it is no longer listed in the directories at all
though it seems the School Board offices were
retained. So far we cannot find it on any old pictures of
Sherbourne Road, so it would be lovely if someone out
there can locate one.

SOCIETY TRIP
Thursday 29t January

The West Midlands Police Museum
Stratford Road

The museum is located in a wing of Sparkhill police
station, which was formerly a courtroom. The main part
of the collection relates to Birmingham City Police. The
museum houses comprehensive archives of the West
Midlands Police and its predecessors dating back to the
formation of Birmingham City Police in 1839.

The archives contain records of all police officers who
served in the area of the present West Midlands Police.



