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The Balsall Heath Local History Society was founded in 1979 with the aim of promoting interest in our local history.  To meet our 
aims we work with local schools and community groups organising exhibitions and events. We have also produced several publications.  
We are a registered charity and rely on grants and donations to achieve our aims. For more information on our work, or to volunteer 
and help please contact us. 

 TURNER’S  PRIZED COLLECTION TO GO ON SHOW 
 

St Paul’s Trust is putting a selection of  the Mick Turner 
Collection of photographs  on show at a gallery in Kings 
Heath later this year. 
 
Mick worked in Balsall Heath from the 1970s to 1990s 
and he photographed the area extensively. An era which 
saw the worst of the social conditions, and the start of 
the urban renewal schemes which turned things around. 
A constant theme throughout the pictures is of local 
people making the best of what are sometimes visibly 
awful conditions. There are many pictures which are not 
so awful – the annual carnivals for example are well 
represented and a joyous celebration of community 
spirit. It’s that community spirit that shines through on 
so many of the photographs. There is plenty here to 
enjoy, as well as those that make you pause to wonder 
how it was possible for conditions like this to exist so 
late into the twentieth century.  
 There are some 12,000 pictures in the collection and the 
vast majority have never been seen by a wide audience. 
This is now set to change thanks to St Paul’s Trust.  
 

Ian Edwards from St Paul’s sees the Kings Heath 
exhibition as the first stage of a programme of events 
featuring the Turner Collection. He is seeking funding to 
assist with the costs of exhibitions, a book and even a 
calendar! William McCabe, also from St Paul’s, was the 
man who took on the exhausting task of cataloguing the 
collection so that there became a clearer idea of what 
there is featured in it. Even so there are still photographs 
where the names of the streets seen are tantalisingly  
elusive, and of course most of the people in the images 
are unknown. Ian is locating Mick Turner, who now lives 
in Ireland, to get him over for the launch of the 
photographs, and hopefully add his memories of what 
was happening in them at the time.  
 
The exhibition will be held at Park View Gallery, 70 
Vicarage Road, Kings Heath from 17th September to 15th 
October.  Further information on the collection, and 
further plans for how and where it will be developed, 
from Ian Edwards at ian.edwards@stpaulstrust.org.uk  
 

mailto:chris.sutton@stpaulstrust.org.uk
http://www.digitalbalsallheath.org.uk/
mailto:ian.edwards@stpaulstrust.org.uk


NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 29th September  7:30 
The Venture  
(Malvern Street by the farm) 
The History of Egg Cups                                         
by Javad Hashemi 
 
This looks to be a cracking talk. Egg cups have been used 
since prehistoric times, with some of the earliest 
occurrences on Minoan Crete. Archaeological recovery at 
the Bronze Age palace of Cretan Knossos reveals the 
presence of egg cup use as early as the 18th century BC.  

 
 IN TENT ON GOOD 
SERVICE 
What would Balsall Heath 
Carnival be without a cup 
of tea, cake and a sit down 
in the shade? Margaret 
and Jenny,  from our 
happy band of volunteers , 
are seen here on duty for 
the 2016 Carnival in July.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The story above appeared in the Birmingham Mail 5th 
October 1916. What happened to the memorial is 
unknown as are the names which were inscribed upon it.  

The story above is from the Birmingham Daily Post  6th 
October 1884. The clock was a welcome addition indeed 
and graced the church until it was eventually demolished.  
It can be seen clearly in the postcard view of it to the 
right.  


