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CHRIS SUTTON: St. Paul’s Trust, Hertford St, Balsall Heath, B12 8NJ.
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Web: balsallheathhistory.co.uk & www.digitalbalsallheath.org.uk
Facebook: Balsall Heath Local History Society

The Balsall Heath Local History Society was founded in 1979 with the aim of promoting interest in our local history. To meet our
aims we work with local schools and community groups organising exhibitions and events. We have also produced several publications.
We are a registered charity and rely on grants and donations to achieve our aims. For more information on our work, or to volunteer
and help please contact us.

TURNER’S PRIZED COLLECTION TO GO ON SHOW b/

St Paul’s Trust is putting a selection of the Mick Turner  lan Edwards from St Paul’s sees the Kings Heath
Collection of photographs on show at a gallery in Kings  exhibition as the first stage of a programme of events
Heath later this year. featuring the Turner Collection. He is seeking funding to
assist with the costs of exhibitions, a book and even a
Mick worked in Balsall Heath from the 1970s to 1990s calendar! William McCabe, also from St Paul’s, was the
and he photographed the area extensively. An era which man who took on the exhausting task of cataloguing the
saw the worst of the social conditions, and the start of collection so that there became a clearer idea of what
the urban renewal schemes which turned things around.  there is featured in it. Even so there are still photographs
A constant theme throughout the pictures is of local where the names of the streets seen are tantalisingly
people making the best of what are sometimes visibly  elusive, and of course most of the people in the images
awful conditions. There are many pictures which are not  are unknown. lan is locating Mick Turner, who now lives
so awful — the annual carnivals for example are well in Ireland, to get him over for the launch of the
represented and a joyous celebration of community  photographs, and hopefully add his memories of what
spirit. It’s that community spirit that shines through on  was happening in them at the time.
so many of the photographs. There is plenty here to
enjoy, as well as those that make you pause to wonder The exhibition will be held at Park View Gallery, 70
how it was possible for conditions like this to exist so Vicarage Road, Kings Heath from 17" September to 15"
late into the twentieth century. October. Further information on the collection, and
There are some 12,000 pictures in the collection and the  further plans for how and where it will be developed,
vast majority have never been seen by a wide audience.  from lan Edwards at ian.edwards@stpaulstrust.org.uk
This is now set to change thanks to St Paul’s Trust.
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A PUBLIO CLOCK FOR MOSELEY
ROAD.

Through the generosity of a resident in the parish, the
inhabitants of Balsall Heath and the neighbourhood are
about to beeome possessed of a great public couvenienco,
in the shape of o clock, which is now being fixed in the
bower of St Poul's Church, Moseley Road. The want of

a roliable public timepiece has been folt for
some time past in that populous locallty, and &
few months subseription  was  started,

o "

or the purpose :? slncing 8 clock in the tower of Bt
;‘:ul'n,t ¢ parish ch&mh of Balsall Heath, The project
commended iteelf to others besides churchmen, and a con-
siderable sum was promised. Before, however, the move-
ment had gone very far, Mr. T. Darnes, of l}uhlml
Henth Road, whose family have long been connected with
the pariab, intimated his desice tu presenty the clock
as a memorial of his late uncle, a gentleman who for many |
years resided in the peighbourlicod, and us a sign of his
own interest in the parish.  The offer was gladly accepted |
by the viear and churchwardens, and after correspondience
with various eminent frms Mr. Harnes accepted the tonder |
of Meafrs, J. B, Jayoeand Co., of Whitehurch, wh? have
,-,.11111im] clocks to 'l.".'uru-:tcr,i Theatar, Lhm]y&.—.h-.r,_rl.nnmlr.
anid otner cathedrals, amd to large public buildings in
varions parta of the country. I'he clock, which it is |
hoped will be pet going in abont & wiek, will cost altogether
ahout £160, The dinls, four in number, have been fixed
thin weok, binck,
with the gold., |
The hands will also be of copper, gilded, lhvt:I
dials, which face towards and up and down the
Moseley Road are 5ft, 6in. in diameter, or with the border |
5ft, 10in., nnd are fixed at s height of about 50f¢, from the |
eround.  The fourth dial is 6ft. in diameter, or with the |
worder 6Gft, 4in., and iz placed abont 10ft. higher, .
The fixing of the dials is effected by means of
holts driven throngh the 3ft. wall of the tower, This
pian was adopted at the roquest of Mr. Barnes as giving r;
mare neat external appearance than that which is obtaino
where the dinls are secured by means of cobles and other
projecting fastenings. The trinle mn.bt seon from con
attlerable distances nlong the Moseloy Road um[fm‘m many
arts of Dalsall Heath, the Strotford Road, hlm_rkh{rm'lf,
Spark Hill, ke. Tho elock, which will h_u:u |ll1‘!'_l A?_n.:
gravity escapement, will go vight days without wine .mﬂ
aud will strike the hours on the bell now in the towaer,
and which is 43in. in diameter and weighs about liowt,
The iron frame of the eleck will be a horizontal casting inono
fiece, with pivot holes serowed on xo that ench wheel may
Lu separately removed. All the wheels will be of gun metal
with testh ent and finished by enging, so as 1o enpure per-
fect nccuracy of movement,  The main wh:-_-_-} of the strik-
ing part will be twelve inches in dismoter. I'bo maintain-
ing power of the clock is self-acting, and hllth(‘ltf'm‘. to keep
the clock going during the tume of winding. The pinions
will be of stecl, hardened and tempered, For the purpose of
muare neeurately reeninting the rate the pendulumn will be
fitted with small weights and variations that might be
caused Ly changes of temperature will bo provented by
pm-.-mm-,;' the pendulom with ecompensating tubes of zine
and iron.  The weights, which will have a fall of 50 feet,
will be susponded by eords of patent iron wire passing over
pulleys of iron, with turned grooves and steel pivots
ranning in gunanetal holes, The elock i gaarantoed not
ta vary more than 15 sceonds in n month, and is expected
to keep time woll within that linit,

They are of ecopper, painted jet
Romon numerals and borders in

The story above is from the Birmingham Daily Post 6"
October 1884. The clock was a welcome addition indeed
and graced the church until it was eventually demolished.
It can be seen clearly in the postcard view of it to the
right.
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WAR EHRINE AT BALEALL HEATH.
S S e

Tha Archdeacon of Birmingham Jead night wnwailed
gud dedlzated s war shrine st 8L Werk's Mimicn
Church, Balsll Aeath, which i ¢ be placed culside
the chureh in hooour of the M0 men whoe have joined
the forcem frum Vincent Bireat, Wonman Bipest,
Knutaford Strest, pnd Peursen Btrost, in the tmme-
diate districi of the mision, sod the mearly 40 men
of thut anmber who heve laid down their lives. The
has oo ope eide & panel inscribed with tho Rall
‘ol —thoes who have soawered the call—and en
the other {he Holl of Honour—ibhoss whe bave fallem,
‘whils in the contse f» & picturs of ihe " white
comtade.” Above fa & small empifiz. and below s &
shelf ¥n which will be pleced fowers; The shrins s
intemdad 40 serve s an objest of reyrrence sod & eyl
'to prayer. The sarvice was largely atiended. It is
proposed Lo eyect  smhaller shrine on the east gide of

|88, Pual’s pariab.

The story above appeared in the Birmingham Mail 5"
October 1916. What happened to the memorial is
unknown as are the names which were inscribed upon it.

NEXT MEETING
Thursday 29th September 7:30
The Venture

(Malvern Street by the farm)
The History of Egg Cups
by Javad Hashemi

This looks to be a cracking talk. Egg cups have been used
since prehistoric times, with some of the earliest
occurrences on Minoan Crete. Archaeological recovery at
the Bronze Age palace of Cretan Knossos reveals the
presence of egg cup use as early as the 18th century BC.

IN TENT ON GOOD

SERVICE

What would Balsall Heath
Carnival be without a cup
of tea, cake and a sit down
in the shade? Margaret
and Jenny, from our
happy band of volunteers,
are seen here on duty for
the 2016 Carnival in July.

Moseiaad BIRMINGHAM ,



