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Francis Galton,

Lost Memorial

Another of Balsall Heath’s sons.

This appeared on FaceBook in a
post from the ARK Tindal Primary
Academy recently.
“This
beautiful
plaque,
commemorating
the
ultimate
sacrifice made by the old boys of
Tindal Street school in the Great
War, has sadly not been sighted for
some years. We would love to see it
returned to the school for
permanent display. If you have any
information about its whereabouts,
please contact the Academy on
0121 464 3049.”

Francis
Galton
was born in 1822
at The Larches in
the area now
known as Larches
Green.
The
house stood near
to
Joseph
Priestley’s house
Fair Hill, which
was burnt down by
rioters in 1791 and
indeed,
The
Larches was also
plundered but not
burnt. It was later
occupied by Dr William Withering and then from 1820
by Samuel Galton, father of Francis. Erasmus Road
is about where the drive to the house was.
Francis Galton was a prolific researcher most notably
in aspects of human evolution and is chiefly renowned
as the Father of Eugenics.
A cousin of Charles Darwin, Galton was inspired by
the theory of evolution in Darwin’s Origin of Species
(1859) to carry out his own investigations in the fields
of heredity and biological variation in humans.
Galton’s work in 1883 formed the basis of the
philosophy he named Eugenics. He believed in
selective breeding to improve the human race – that
the superior classes in society should be encouraged
to produce intelligent, talented offspring, and the
“unfit” be prevented.
This sparked the beginnings of the Eugenics
movement which campaigned for intervention to
improve the biological make-up of the species.
(Val Hart)

The plaque used to hang in the
Tindal St Old Boys Club on Moseley
Road.
That
building
was
demolished and became a garage.
When the garage was demolished
in 2008 the brass plaque that used
to be at the entrance to the club was
still there but I have no information
about what happened to any of the
other fixtures and fittings.
This is not the first local memorial to
disappear when a building was
demolished. The one from the
congregational church turned up in

a skip recently. The picture shown came from the
British War Memorial Association. It was taken in
January 2015 by someone called B V P Larkin. If you
know where the picture was taken, who BVP Larkin is,
or what happened to the memorial Tindal Street
School would be interested.

(The Deakin family, Alan, Tony &
Mike on back row, Phyllis & Fred in
front)

A Star Rises.
Balsall Heath Local History Society has a new
publication, ‘Stars of Balsall Heath`. Yes, that right, BH
has its fair share of famous people.
In Book 1 we have researched and recorded the lives
and events of eleven of them.
I had the pleasure and honour of working on Alan
Deakin’s story, star footballer for Aston Villa and
England (1941-2018). During that research we had a
letter in which a moment in time is revisited when it
became apparent that Alan was destined for stardom.
He was to become one of Mercer’s Minors’ at Aston
Villa and go on to play for the England under 23 team.
Tony May, a peer and school friend of Deakin, has told
us of a chance meeting he had with Alan. Both lads
lived in Mary St and attended the same school. Tony
writes, “The last time I saw Alan Deakin I was walking
down Belfour Street (off Mary St), I noticed he had his
football boots over his shoulder. I asked him if he was
going down to Calthorpe Park to practice. He said I’m
going to work and that he had just joined Aston Villa.
This didn’t surprise me as he was better at football
than me, in fact he was better than most of us. I wished
him good luck and we went our separate ways. Alan
was one year younger than me, also we went to the
same schools – Mary Street infant and Dennis Road
secondary modern. He was also a good cricketer, up
to county standard. That was the last I saw of him.”
That meeting would have been during the 1956/57
season of league football, when Alan was just 15
years old.
There are ten more people featured in our ‘Stars’
booklet, who make for a fascinating read, and all with
solid connections to Balsall Heath.
It could make a great stocking filler present for yourself
or that ex-pat and friend of Balsall Heath you
know.£2.00 each (£3.00 posted)(J.F.)

Events
4th December 2019 7:00 p.m.
Newcomen Society
ThinkTank, Curzon Steet
B4 7XG
How Technology Transformed the
Country House
LIKE A WELL-OILED MACHINE?
Dr Ian West shows how & where
modern domestic comforts were
pioneered

Next meeting.
Thursday December 19th
The speaker will be Mike Watkins
on “Remembering the Swinging
Sixties”
7 p.m for a 7.30 start.
St Paul’s Venture,Malvern St.
Visitors are welcome. There is a
fee of £3 for the evening for non
members or £1 for members.
Membership of the Society costs
£10 a year.
Tea and coffee are provided at
the beginning of the evening at no
extra charge.

