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“Balsall Heath in Changing Times. 1960s to 
1990s” 

 
Project Launch 

 
 
This was a splendid occasion  held on September 21st.  
Mick Turner himself flew over from Ireland specially for the 
event and  received  a  Thank You card from Balsall Heath 
as well as heartfelt applause. 
He made a short speech, recalling the time he spent in the 
neighbourhood  taking photographs  and  contributing  to 
the Balsall Heathan newspaper.  
 

 
Over sixty people came along to share memories and look 
at the  displays. They included many who lived ,worked 
and volunteered here in the past as well as current local 
residents. We were particularly pleased to welcome Mrs 
Kapasi from the Bohra community. 
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 Telephone: 07565 194822  
Email: in-
fo@balsallheathhistory.co.uk  
Web: 
www.balsallheathhistory.co.u
k  
www.thelostchildren.uk  
Facebook: Balsall Heath Local 
History Society and  
lostchildrenproject  
Membership of the Society 
costs £15 a year. Membership 
runs from January to Decem-
ber each year and application 
forms are available on the 
website. Fees at meetings are: 
£1 for members and £4 for vis-
itors.  
Sept 25th at 2 pm at 
 the Creation Centre ( ex Tram 
Depot) The speaker will be 
Paul Jacques on Birmingham 
and Warwickshire Home 
Guard. 
Refreshments will be served 
at 2:00 p.m.followed by a 
speaker  
Coming soon  
30th Oct Mary Bodfish, speak-
ing about James Keir, a Scot-
tish chemist, geologist, indus-
trialist, and inventor; is a 
lesser known member of the 
Lunar Society 
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Another celebrity guest was Gill Atkinson, Dick’s widow, who travelled from the Wirral to join us, 
which was also very much appreciated. In 1968 in the old St Paul’s church hall  she  started a 
preschool playgroup which  later became St Paul’s Nursery, still flourishing today, now in Malvern 
St. 
 

 
Other notable attendees were Ron Ford,  a long term resident, who for many years was a hard 
working volunteer and a lynch pin  of the Carnival; Pat Johnson who, with Albert, ran the local  59th 
Birmingham Scouts group, as well as being a key member of  the Local History  Society since 
1980; Paul Stocking, who was one of the first teachers at St Paul’s School from 1975; Joe 
Holyoak; Polly Feather, Joy Ashworth; and many more. 
 
The hall was filled with displays which were much enjoyed 
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Patrick Baird, our Chair, started the event with introductions and Val Hart gave  a brief description 
of the aims of the project. Then came  Pat Wing,  ex Police, who worked with Dick in the 1990s 
and who  is currently Chair of St Paul’s Trust. He  reflected on the  prostitution which was so much 
a part of the area’s story,  and how it was ended.  
 
Dr Steve Ball followed with an entertaining account of his early career as Charlie the Clown in 
Balsall Heath  which led to the foundation of the Language Alive Theatre in Education Company 
and a glittering personal  career. 
 
 After that  Richard Albutt spoke, describing how he became involved in St Paul’s Community 
Theatre which was creating plays and drama events based on local history in the 1980s and 90s.  
The current Birmingham History Theatre grew from these roots. The description of his journey 
from slightly interested bystander to  Director  struck a chord with many people in the room who 
had found themselves  drawn in as volunteers. 
 
 Many people took part in the walking trail which  toured the area around Clifton Road and St 
Paul’s Road, where so much changed in the 1980s and 90s. 
 

 
 

 
 
Many thanks to all the volunteers who made this event possible, especially Haqi Ali, Pat Johnson, 
Patrick Baird, Judith Millington, Josh Hart, Pat Moore, Mariam Haqiqat, Sue Rose, Christine 
Turner and our guest speakers. 
 
Photographs taken by Haqi Ali. 
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About  “Balsall Heath in Changing Times” 
 
The Project aims to record and preserve memories from people of diverse backgrounds, linking 
these with the Mick Turner Archive of photographic images. This composite picture will be shown 
in an Exhibition, touring displays, a published booklet, and a 10 minute film, as well as online on 
our website, Facebook pages and Youtube. 
VH 

 

MOSELEY ROAD METHODIST CHURCH – Part 3 

Part 2 of the history of Moseley Road Methodist Church appeared in the July edition of the 

Gazette. That article took the story up to the time of its Diamond Jubilee in 1932. It was apparent 

that at that time there was great hope for the Church and its future. Sadly, those hopes and 

dreams were shattered on the night of Saturday October 26th 1940 when the Moseley Road 

building was severely damaged by a bomb and the Sunday School buildings at the rear were 

destroyed.   

On the following morning, some thought that was the end for the Moseley Road church, but others 

pulled together and by the afternoon a temporary chapel had been created. However, a more 

permanent solution was needed. Plans were made for the damaged church to be demolished and 

for a new church to be built. Just over nine years since the bombing, the Foundation Stones of the 

new church were laid. A ceremony was held on November 12th 1949. The attendees assembled at 

the entrance to the temporary church in Lime Grove and walked in procession to the site. The 

Foundation Stones were laid by the following:-         Miss Moon, who was the oldest member of the 

congregation and formerly a member of the Cherry Street Church.                                                                  

Mr F.G. Ratcliff J. P. of Dorridge, who was a great nephew of Lt. Col. Ratcliff, who laid one of the 

original foundation stones.                                                    A member of the 10th Birmingham 

Company of the Boys’ Brigade (the company belonging to this church). 

             

The Order of Service               Miss Moon laying the Foundation Stone. 
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Members of the congregation and friends donated bricks for the new building. A special service 

was held for the Dedication of the Bricks. 

           

Part 4 of the History of Moseley Road Methodist Church will cover the opening of the new church. 

JH 



6 
 

 
  



7 
 

Kings Heath Local History Society 
present an illustrated talk on 

Ten Birmingham Women 
By Henrietta Lockhart 

Wednesday 15
th
 October, 7.15pm to 8.45pm 

 

                                                                                Image University of Birmingham 

This talk takes its starting point from Margaret Nettlefold of Winterbourne House and will shine a spotlight 

on a selection of women associated with her. Ranging from the 1890’s to the 1920’s, Henrietta will use 

archival sources to explore the varied lives of these women, all of whom lived through a time of massive 

social change. 

Henrietta Lockhart is Curator of Museum Collections at Winterbourne House and Garden, University of 

Birmingham.  

 

At the Community Centre, Heathfield Road, B147DB 

Members are free. Visitors pay £3.00. Light refreshments are available for a small charge. 

 

 

The Balsall Heath Local History Society is Registered Charity No. 1101945  

The Old Print Works,498-506 Moseley Road, Balsall Heath.Birmingham B12 9AH 


